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AUTUMN 2012
‘Imagination ……….. is the supreme master of art, as of life.’

(Joseph Conrad, English writer)
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SCORE: …… /179 points

IN THE 20TH YEAR OF ITS OPERATION, THE ENGLISH TEACHING RESOURCE CENTRE FOCUSES ITS AUTUMN COMPETITION ON THE TOPIC: ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT. 

PART ONE IS ABOUT THE VOCABULARY USED TO TALK ABOUT ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT. 
PART TWO OFFERS YOU SOME PASSAGES ABOUT ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT WITH A VARIETY OF TASKS.
PART THREE IS A WRITING TASK IN CONNECTION WITH THE TOPIC. 

THE RESOURCE CENTRE HOPES THAT YOU WILL ENJOY BOTH THE TOPIC AND THE TASKS TO BE SOLVED. 

PART ONE: THE VOCABULARY USED TO TALK ABOUT ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT.  

I. THE ARTS: Look at the definitions. Write the words connected with ARTS (VISUAL ARTS, PERFORMING ARTS, LITERATURE, etc.) in their correct space on the grid. If you do this correctly, you will reveal a word in the shaded vertical strip which means ’public show’.
1. A live show with music, in which the words are sung and not spoken. Mozart's 'Marriage of Figaro’ is a famous example.

2. A long story, with imaginary characters and plot. ’Oliver Twist’ is a famous example by Charles Dickens.

3. A painting or photograph of a person.

4. North American say ’movie’, British people say … .

5. Taking pictures on a sensitive film with a camera.

6. Something which you cannot forget easily (some songs, for example).

7. North Americans go to the ’movie theater’, British people go to the …

8. The area in a theatre where a play takes place.

9. A new way of doing something (a piece of dance, or some music, for example).

10. A programme of live music, played in public.

11. Modern (often used to talk about art or dance).
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(12 points)

II. ENTERTAINMENT AND FREE TIME ACTIVITIES. Here you have to do two tasks.
A
Match the verbs with the words and expressions below. Some verbs can be used more than once. Write the words and expressions in the appropriate columns of the table. Here is an example:
We play cards.

Words and expressions: 

cards, the internet, postcards, clothes, hiking, shopping, photography, camping, computer games, chess, jogging, cooking, coins, swimming, volleyball, antiques, stamps, the guitar, things using your hands

	play
	do
	go
	collect
	make
	surf

	
	
	
	
	
	


B Now look at the following descriptions and decide what is being talked about. Underline the words which helped you to decide. There is an example at the beginning (0).

0 
The best time of the day to do this is early in the morning, before it gets too hot. It’s not very expensive; all you need is a good pair of trainers and a bit of stamina. It keeps me very fit.






……..Jogging…….
1 I spend most of my free time doing this. I love being able to find out so much information by just pressing a button and looking at a screen. It brings the whole world into your house.

…………………….

2 I go about twice a week. Everybody says that it’s the best way of keeping fit. I usually do about fifteen or twenty lengths. If I stay longer, the chlorine really irritates my eyes.










…………………….

3 Some of them are really exciting, and as technology gets better, they’re becoming more realistic. You can do it on your own, or with other people via the World Wide Web.











…………………….

4 It can be very expensive, since you need to buy things like lenses and a flash. The processing and developing can also cost a lot. However, it’s very satisfying to see the finished product, whether it’s a slide or a print. 




…………………….

5 I practise every night. As soon as I get home, I plug it into the amplifier and turn the volume up. My neighbours must hate me!





…………………….

6 I joined the club at my school last year. It’s a very peaceful activity, but it really makes your brain work, working out moves and strategies. It’s one of the oldest games in the world.











…………………….

7 Most of the time I wander around looking in the windows, but sometimes I can’t resist going inside and spending something. It makes me feel really good. Some people call it retail therapy!








…………………….
8 I’ve got about five hundred from all over the world. I ask my friends to send them whenever they go anywhere. My favourite one is a picture of Paris in the nineteenth century.











…………………….

9 I find chopping and peeling things very therapeutic. And I love mixing sauces, marinading meat and fish and so on. Unfortunately, I usually manage to burn everything!











…………………….

(28 points)
III. READING gives us a great deal of information and entertainment. In which department of a bookshop would you find these titles? The departments are listed in the box. Choose the appropriate one and write it in the space provided after each title.

	Audio books            Biography             Children’s             Cookery         Crime                Health              History            Literature                Reference               Science and technology

                 Science fiction                    Self-help                  Sports                        Travel 


TITLE







DEPARTMENT
1. 
10 Best Sherlock Holmes Stories




……………………….

2. 
100 Wonderful English Recipes




……………………….
3. 
1000 Great Inventions





……………………….
4. 
A Complete Atlas of the World




…………………….
5. 
Basketball Skills and Drills





…………………….
6. 
Eyewitness Guide to the Greek Islands



…………………….
7. 
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens



…………………….
8. 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets read by Stephen Fry
…………………….
9. 
Help Yourself to a Better Memory




…………………….
10. 
The Friendly Dragon






……………………

11. 
The Invisible Man






…………………….
12. 
The Life of Charles Dickens





…………………….
13. 
The New Book of Vitamins





…………………….
14. 
The Second World War





…………………….
 (14 points)

PART II: THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES ARE ABOUT ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT WITH A VARIETY OF LANGUAGE TASKS
IV. THE CINEMA: Choose and underline the correct words or expressions in bold to complete the text. There is an example at the beginning (0).

At the Cinema

Last week I saw an excellent (0) film / performance at the new cinema on the High Street. It’s one of those huge (1) multi-screen / many-screen complexes where there is always a (2) collection / selection of ten films to choose from.

There was quite a long queue at the box (3) office / kiosk, but I got my (4) ticket / card (which also included free (5) admit / admission to the Museum of Modern Film in London as part of a special (6) promote / promotion) and went into the (7) arena / auditorium, where the (8) usher / porter helped me to find my seat.

The lights went (9) down / up, but before the film started we watched some (10) trailers / previews for forthcoming films, and some (11) promotions / advertisements for soft drinks and fast food restaurants. 

The film was a (12) drama / dramatic called ’House of the Horse’, and is currently on general (13) release / exhibition at cinemas across the country. It (14) stars / shows actor Brad Gibson in the (15) role / place of a man who loses his job and decides to breed racehorses. Gibson gave an excellent (16) perform / performance, the (17) soundtrack / orchestra was very moving and some of the special (18) effects / affects were great. The (19) audience / spectators enjoyed it a great deal and although I don’t usually like this kind of film – I prefer (20) thrillers / thrillings, (21) horrible/ horror movies and (22) comedians / comedies, - I found it very (23) enjoyable / enjoying. Unfortunately the newspapers (24) critics / criticisms weren’t so positive; they thought it was (25) boring / bored and generally gave it very negative (26) reviews / previews.

(13 points)
V. NEWSPAPERS ABOUT SPORTS, FILMS AND MUSIC Complete these short newspaper previews by deciding which word or phrase (A, B, C or D) fits into each gap.

Football Preview
Denton City face tough game on Saturday against Lonsdale United but they ………………… (1) win comfortably. Star striker Felix Andrews will …………………… (2) be fit to play, although team coach Robert Deans ……………………. (3) decide that he isn’t quite ready yet, following his leg injury. Stan Green  will …………………. (4) play in goal, according to the coach. It will be one of the big games of the season and there …………………. (5) be a record crowd. 
	1
	A
	likely
	B
	probably
	C
	should
	D
	sure

	2
	A
	probably
	B
	well
	C
	likely
	D
	certain

	3
	A
	can
	B
	may
	C
	possible
	D
	doubt

	4
	A
	sure
	B
	certain
	C
	definitely
	D
	likely

	5
	A
	should well
	B
	likely
	C
	probably
	D
	might well


Film preview

I ………………….. (6) think that most people will see a better film all year than Dreamland, just released and showing at The Odeon from Friday. It is ………………… (7) the best film Roland Lang has ever made. I’m …………………. (8) it will set records at the box office and it ……………….. (9) pick up many awards over the coming year. Roland Lang fans ………………… (10) be surprised to see him playing a romantic role but he has surely never acted better.
	6
	A
	shouldn’t
	B
	may not
	C
	might not
	D
	don’t doubt

	7
	A
	sure
	B
	well
	C
	certainly
	D
	certain

	8
	A
	likely
	B
	sure
	C
	definitely
	D
	possible

	9
	A
	may well
	B
	likely
	C
	probably
	D
	should well

	10
	A
	can
	B
	might
	C
	likely
	D
	certainly


Music Preview

It’s ……………… (11) that the gig by the Temples at the Golden Bowl on Friday night will be their last appearance in this country for some time. They’re off on a tour of the US next month and it’s ……………….. (12) that they’ll be so successful there that they won’t come back for a while. It ………………….. (13) be too difficult for fans to keep in touch with them, though, as they’re setting up a website that will allow fans to follow them on their adventures in America. Says singer Chas Davis: ”I’m  ………………….. (14) that the gig on Friday will be an emotional one but I …………………. (15) think that all our fans here will want to give us a big send-off.”
	11
	A
	sure
	B
	certainly
	C
	probably
	D
	possible

	12
	A
	definitely
	B
	probably
	C
	certainly
	D
	likely

	13
	A
	doubts
	B
	unlikely
	C
	shouldn’t
	D
	may not well

	14
	A
	certain
	B
	likely
	C
	probably
	D
	definitely

	15
	A
	may
	B
	should
	C
	might
	D
	can


 (15 points)
VI. SOME MORE ENTERTAINMENT Complete this article by forming nouns using the words in capitals at the end of the lines. You may need to make more than one change to the word given to form the correct noun.

Reality TV Shows

A new kind of television ………………….. (1) has become

       ENTERTAIN
a talking point in millions of houses – reality TV shows.

These came into …………….……. (2) a few years ago and


EXIST
have achieved enormous …………………… (3) . These programmes

POPULAR
show the ………………………..…. (4) of ordinary members of the 

BEHAVE
public in a …………..………. (5) of different situations – doing


VARIOUS
their jobs, trying to win talent ……………………….. (6), being


COMPETE
faced with challenges so that their …………………… (7) can be


REACT
observed and spending a period of time living in a house

with ……………………… (8). Some of these programmes attract

STRANGE
a great deal of ……………………. (9) in newspapers and magazines 

PUBLIC
and some of the people who appear in them achieve a kind of

…………………………… (10) for a time.





STAR
 (10 points)
VII. MUSIC Complete the following text by putting a suitable (grammar) word into each gap.

Blues Music

Blues musicians developed their ……………………… (1) kind of music in the early 20th century in the Southern states of the US.  ……………………… (2) were originally people who lived in rural areas and …………………… (3) songs were about their ……………………… (4) lives and experiences. They developed a kind of music that was completely ……………………… (5) and totally unlike anything else. The early blues singers took songs from each other. It didn’t matter ……………………… (6) song it was, they would perform ……………………… (7) in ……………………… (8) own individual way. A legendary figure in the history of blues is Robert Johnson. Many songs of ……………………… (9) were later played by lots of other musicians and singers, and are still played now. Blues singers played an important part in the history of popular music and people haven’t always given ……………………… (10) the recognition ……………………… (11) deserve. Blues music was the basis of rock ’n’ roll and so ……………………… (12) was the starting-point for today’s most popular music.

(12 points)
VIII. AN ARTS CENTRE For questions 1-15, read the text below and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which should not be there. If a line is correct, put a tick by the number. If a line has a word which should not be there, write the word on the line. There are two examples at the beginning (0) and (00).

A Day Out
	0
	[image: image1.jpg]



	We visited an arts centre on the road between Salisbury and

	00
	on
	Winchester last week. It used to be on a farm and the new

	1
	
	owners have made the clever use of some old barns, stables

	2
	
	and other buildings. There are several small studios of which

	3
	
	can be rented so cheaply by local painters, sculptors, potters and

	4
	
	other artists to work in. The barn has been turned into a most

	5
	
	attractive designed gallery. The current exhibition has some lovely

	6
	
	modern glass from Scotland. The gallery is used to show of the

	7
	
	work of the artists who use the studios in addition to holding

	8
	
	exhibitions by more than famous artists from other parts of the

	9
	
	country. Most of all the artists were in their studios when we

	10
	
	visited that and we were able to talk to them about what

	11
	
	occupations they were doing. One potter told us that it can

	12
	
	be quite a lonely job at some times, so she is happy to be in a 

	13
	
	place where she feels she is among people who understand her

	14
	
	work. They can go across the yard for have coffee and a chat 

	15
	
	and share their problems one with each other.


(15 points)

IX. DANCING AND CHOREOGRAPHY You are going to read a magazine article about John Prince, a dancer, dance teacher and choreographer. Seven sentences have been removed from the article. Choose the most suitable sentence from the list A-H for each part (1-7) of the article. There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.

Career Success in the Arts
John Prince, famous dancer and choreographer, gives advice on how to succeed in a career in the arts.
I asked John how he got started and what requirements there are. "Well, to be a professional dancer it's useful to have had acting lessons or some background in drama. If you want to succeed in musical theatre you have to have a good singing voice as well. When you approach an agent you should take a portfolio with your CV, your statistics sheet and some good photos and reviews of past performances. You'll need dance clothes, ballet shoes, tap shoes, and even roller skates depending on what kind of show you are going to go for."
	1
	  



"Of course, you need to be extremely fit if you want to be a professional dancer. I dance or move about for about six hours a day. There are great health benefits to being a dancer. I can eat a lot of pasta without gaining weight because dancing increases your metabolism so much." 

	2
	 



John has a very busy schedule in the next few months. He took time out to speak to me today from the making of a pop video to promote N-ergy's latest record. "I choreographed the dance routine for the boys and they only had 2 days in which to learn it! I am going to be working on a video for another well known band - but that's top secret. Next month I'll be touring Spain in a production of a musical that was written by a friend of mine, Michaela Evans. 

	3
	 


As for the future, I've come to realise that I would never be content to be just a chorus dancer - I'm too much of an individual for that. Like all artists I'd love to become a household name by writing and choreographing my own musicals." 
John was born in Jamaica to a Jamaican father and a Scottish mother but the family emigrated to England 20 years ago. "I have a little sister I adore, who is also training to be a dancer." How does it feel to have someone else following in your footsteps? 

	4
	 



Has he much more to learn, I wondered. "I've spent an incredible amount of my life training to get where I am. I went to college for two years in England, I trained for six months in Paris and about eight months in America. But you never really stop training or learning your art."

	5
	 



So, would you say it's been plain sailing? "I feel I've been lucky to a degree; many people hit problems breaking into the arts. It can be a vicious circle really. You can't become a member of Equity, which is the actors' and dancers' union, without good contracts. And you can't get good contracts without being a member of Equity. My advice to people who want to get into the arts would be to go out into the world, and try everything else first. 

	6
	 



What has a dance career done for you as a person? "Thanks to dancing, I've visited and performed in 23 countries so far. This has opened my eyes to the world, and I've been able to understand issues like racism and inequality from a wider perspective.

	7
	 


"So all in all, I'm really happy to be a dancer!"

A 
It's fine, but I try not to give out too much advice as it gets irritating!
B 
And if nothing you like comes out of it, then come back and be an actor or dancer.
C 
Without a strict daily timetable like this you find yourself wasting too much time.
D 
After that it's back to England to start a new term of dance classes.
E 
Hopefully this has enabled me to become a better and more tolerant person as a result.

F 
When it comes to coping with stress, I find that exercise helps me to cope with my problems, so I stay in good shape mentally as well.
G 
Like any profession where you're always travelling, you tend to acquire something new almost every day

H 
Being fully equipped with all this stuff beforehand makes it easier when you go for auditions.

(14 points)
X. MUSIC You are going to read a newspaper article about a musical family. For questions 1-8, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

Meet the Amazing Watkins Family

The sons are composers and prize-winning musicians, while Dad makes the instruments.

Matthew Rye reports.

Whole families of musicians are not exactly rare. However, it is unusual to come across one that includes not only writers and performers of music, but also an instrument maker. When South Wales schoolteachers John and Hetty Watkins needed to get their ten-year-old son, Paul, a cello to suit his blossoming talents, they baulked at the costs involved. ‘We had a look at various dealers and it was obvious it was going to be very expensive,’ John says. ‘So I wondered if I could actually make one. I discovered that the Welsh School of Instrument Making was not far from where I lived, and I went along for evening classes once a week for about three years.’

‘After probably three or four goes with violins and violas, he had a crack at his first cello,’ Paul, now 28, adds. ‘It turned out really well. He made me another one a bit later, when he’d got the hang of it. And that’s the one I used right up until a few months ago.’ John has since retired as a teacher to work as a full-time craftsman, and makes up to a dozen violins a year – selling one to the esteemed American player Jaime Laredo was ‘the icing on the cake’. 

Both Paul and his younger brother, Huw, were encouraged to play music from an early age. The piano came first: ‘As soon as I was big enough to climb up and bang the keys, that’s what I did,’ Paul remembers. But it wasn’t long before the cello beckoned. ‘My folks were really quite keen for me to take up the violin, because Dad, who played the viola, used to play chamber music with his mates and they needed another violin to make up a string trio. I learned it for about six weeks but didn’t take to it. But I really took to the character who played the cello in Dad’s group. I thought he was a very cool guy when I was six or seven. So he said he’d give me some lessons, and that really started it all off. Later, they suggested that my brother play the violin too, but he would have none of it.’

‘My parents were both supportive and relaxed,’ Huw says. ‘I don’t think I would have responded very well to being pushed. And, rather than feeling threatened by Paul’s success, I found that I had something to aspire to.’ Now 22, he is beginning to make his own mark as a pianist and composer. 

Meanwhile, John Watkins’ cello has done his elder son proud. With it, Paul won the string final of the BBC Young Musician of the Year competition. Then, at the remarkably youthful age of 20, he was appointed principal cellist of the BBC Symphony Orchestra, a position he held, still playing his father’s instrument, until last year. Now, however, he has acquired a Francesco Rugeri cello, on loan from the Royal Academy of Music. ‘Dad’s not said anything about me moving on, though recently he had the chance to run a bow across the strings of each in turn and had to admit that my new one is quite nice! I think the only thing Dad’s doesn’t have – and may acquire after about 50–100 years – is the power to project right to the back of large concert halls. It will get richer with age, like my Rugeri, which is already 304 years old.’ 

Soon he will be seen on television playing the Rugeri as the soloist in Elgar’s Cello Concerto, which forms the heart of the second programme in the new series, Masterworks. ‘The well-known performance history doesn’t affect the way I play the work,’ he says. ‘I’m always going to do it my way.’ But Paul won’t be able to watch himself on television – the same night he is playing at the Cheltenham Festival. Nor will Huw, whose String Quartet is receiving its London premiere at the Wigmore Hall the same evening. John and Hetty will have to be diplomatic – and energetic – if they are to keep track of all their sons’ musical activities over the coming weeks.

1 Why did John Watkins decide to make a cello?

A He wanted to encourage his son Paul to take up the instrument.

B He was keen to do a course at the nearby school.

C He felt that dealers were giving him false information.

D He wanted to avoid having to pay for one.
2 What is meant by ‘crack’ in the second paragraph?

A attempt



C shock
B plan




D period

3 What do we learn in the third paragraph about the instruments John has made?

A He considers the one used by Jaime Laredo to be the best.

B He is particularly pleased about what happened to one of them.

C His violins have turned out to be better than his cellos.

D It took him longer to learn how to make cellos than violins.

4 Paul first became interested in playing the cello because

A he admired someone his father played music with.

B he wanted to play in his father’s group.

C he was not very good at playing the piano.

D he did not want to do what his parents wanted.

5 What do we learn about Huw’s musical development?

A His parents’ attitude has played little part in it.

B It was slow because he lacked determination.

C His brother’s achievements gave him an aim.
D He wanted it to be different from his brother’s.

6 What does Paul say about the Rugeri cello?

A His father’s reaction to it worried him.

B The cello his father made may become as good as it.
C It has qualities that he had not expected.

D He was not keen to tell his father that he was using it.

7 What does Paul say about his performance of Elgar’s Cello Concerto?

A It is less traditional than other performances he has given.

B Some viewers are likely to have a low opinion of it.

C He considers it to be one of his best performances.

D It is typical of his approach to everything he plays.
8 What will require some effort from John and Hetty Watkins?

A preventing their sons from taking on too much work

B being aware of everything their sons are involved in

C reminding their sons what they have arranged to do

D advising their sons on what they should do next

(16 points)
PART THREE: WRITING

XI: Write a letter in 10-15 sentences about a film /theatre performance /exhibition /concert recommending it to a friend and explaining why he or she would enjoy it. You may use a separate sheet of paper.






(30 points)
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