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‘Think where man’s glory most begins and ends,

And say my glory was I had such friends’

(W.B. Yeats, Irish poet)
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IN 2011 THE ENGLISH TEACHING RESOURCE CENTRE FOCUSES ITS AUTUMN COMPETITION ON THE TOPIC: PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS. 

PART ONE IS ABOUT THE VOCABULARY USED TO TALK ABOUT PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS. 
PART TWO OFFERS YOU SOME PASSAGES ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS IN THE FAMILY AND AMONG FRIENDS WITH A VARIETY OF TASKS.
PART THREE IS A WRITING TASK IN CONNECTION WITH THE TOPIC. 

THE RESOURCE CENTRE HOPES THAT YOU WILL ENJOY BOTH THE TOPIC AND THE TASKS TO BE SOLVED. 

PART ONE: THE VOCABULARY USED TO TALK ABOUT PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS. 

I. In the following crossword the answers are all names for PEOPLE in different situations. Use the clues to complete the crossword. The numbers following the clues in brackets tell you how many letters there are in each word.

PEOPLE crossword

Across

2 Someone who has been attacked. (6)

5
A green………. sells fruit and vegetables. (6)

6
A poor person who asks for money in the streets. (6)

8
Someone who has left their country because of war or danger. (7)

10
A travel ……….. sells tickets and holidays. (5)

11
A woman on her wedding day. (5)

12
A holy person who has died and gone to heaven. (5)

15
Someone who installs and repairs electrical things. (11)

17
Somebody who belongs to a club. (6)

19
He or she understands how the mind works. (12)

Down

1
You can be a …………. in an election, in an exam or for a job. It means you want to be chosen or successful. (9)

3 A person who has won an important sports competition. For example, the world heavyweight boxing ……….… . (8)

4 Someone who works for charity, without payment. (9)

6 A man on his wedding day. (10)

7 Informal word for a man. It is also a man’s name. (3)

9 Somebody who studies or teaches about the past. (9)

12 A lawyer who deals with property and divorce, for example. (9)

13 A man who gets money from people who rent his house, flat or room. (8)

14 The assistant of a head teacher or a mayor, for example. (6)

16 People who pay for service, for example at a hairdresser’s. (7)

17
The top person in a town council. (5)

18
Informal word for a person who makes money dishonestly. (5)
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(22 points)

II. Describing people: CHARACTER AND PERSONALITY. 
Here are fourteen adjectives to describe a person’s character or personality. Complete the sentences below with a suitable adjective from the list. Use each word once only. There are two adjectives that you need not use. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
___________________________________________________________________________
affectionate

cheerful

easy-going

lively

bad-tempered

clever


greedy


materialistic

big-headed

cowardly

honest


modest

bossy








stubborn
___________________________________________________________________________
1 The Brown children were very ………………………. at school, so I’m not a bit surprised that they did so well at university.

2 Frank will never steal anything. You can trust him completely. He’s so …………..………. .

3 She won the race easily. But instead of boasting about it, she just said she was lucky. That’s typical of her. She’s so …………………………………… .

4 They’re a very …………………………… couple. They’re always showing their fondness and love for each other.

5 She always wants a bigger share than anyone else. She’s so ………………………….……. .

6 Paul is always so angry and irritable. I’ve never met anyone quite as ………………. as him.

7 My cousin is always happy and smiling. She’s such a ……………………………… person.

8 Many people are far too …………………………….. nowadays. All they seem interested in is buying more and more things, such as cars, TVs, and so on.

9 Don’t keep telling Sharon how wonderful and talented she is. She’ll get  ………………..  .
10 I could never be a childminder. Children are far too ………………………………. for me. I’d be exhausted just watching them running around.

11 He loves telling people what to do. He’s so …………………………….. .

12 Peter never worries very much or gets annoyed. He’s a very ……………………. person.

(12 points)

III. Your body movements often express how you feel about something. The following sentences are all about such FEELINGS and body movements, but have been mixed up. Match the endings to the appropriate beginnings. Write the letter and the number of your answer in the space provided in each line.
(a) 
He shook


1
his fingers to get attention.

…………….
(b) 
He clenched


2
his fists angrily.


…………….
(c) 
He snapped


3
with fear.



…………….
(d) 
He shrugged


4
his head in disagreement.

…………….
(e) 
He folded


5
with embarrassment.


…………….
(f) 
He scratched


6
in surprise at the sudden noise.
…………….
(g) 
He trembled


7
his shoulders.



…………….
(h) 
He blushed


8
when he heard the sad news.

…………….
(i) 
He sobbed


9
his head thoughtfully.


…………….
(j) 
He started


10
his arms and relaxed.


…………….
(10 points)

IV. There are also a lot of idioms with parts of the body that are used to talk about PEOPLE, THEIR RELATIONSHIPS and how they behave in certain situations. Complete each sentence with the correct part of the body. Choose from the following words. Some are used more than once.

arms


face


foot


heart

back


feet


hand


nose

eyes








tongue

1 He looked so ridiculous that it was hard to keep a straight ……….……….. .

2 I got off on the wrong …………..……….. by arriving late for the interview.

3 He looked down his ……….……….. at people who earned a lower salary than he did.

4 I can’t turn my ……………..……….. on her now that she’s in so much trouble.

5 He didn’t want to lose ……………..….. by admitting he had made a mistake.

6 He can’t have been serious! Are you sure he didn’t have his …………….. in his cheek when he said it?

7 She may seem a bit frightening but her …………………..….. is in the right place.

8 The meeting got out of ………….…..…….. and they had to call the police.

9 She got cold ……………….….. when she realised how difficult it would be, and tried to get out of doing it.

10 She didn’t exactly welcome her daughter-in-law with open ……….…..………… .

11 I wish he wouldn’t poke his …………….……….. into other people’s business.

12 In his mother’s ………..…………...., he can do no wrong.

(12 points)

V. RELATIONSHIPS: Choose the word or phrase which best completes each sentence. Give one answer only to each question.
1 For years I’ve …………….…. of meeting someone like you!

a, hoped

b, wished

c, longed

d, dreamed

2 I’d ask you to marry me, but I’m sure you’d turn me ………………... .

a, around

b, down

c, off


d, over

3 A good friend will always ………..……….. you when you’re in trouble.

a, stand by

b, stand up

c, stand for

d, stand up against

4 Unfortunately their marriage is …………..……….. .

a, on the rocks
b, out of order

c, out of sorts

d, on the decline

5 The moment I saw you it was love ……………………….. .

a, at a glance
b, into view

c, at first sight

d, out of focus

6 I’ve got no ……………. of getting married. I’m a confirmed bachelor.

a, aim

b, intention

c, plan


d, desire

7 It’s said that absence makes the heart grow …………………….. .

a, fonder

b, loving

c, stronger

d, affectionate

8 You’ve got no right to blame me for everything – it takes two to …….…….. a quarrel.

a, do

b, look for

c, make


d, want

9 It’s a great shame that you ……………….... with each other as you used to be such good friends.

a, came out
b, fell out

c, set out

d, turned out

10 It’s time we had a(n) …….……….. talk with each other in an effort to clear the air.

a, eye-to-eye
b, heart-to-heart
c, face-to-face

d, cheek-to-cheek

11 He …………….. into her eyes and declared his love for her.

a, glanced

b, glared

c, gazed

d, glimpsed

12 Although they no longer love each other, they’ve decided to stay together ………….. the children.

a, for the sake of
b, in spite of

c, on behalf of

d, in the event of

(12 points)

PART II: THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES ARE ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS IN THE FAMILY AND AMONG FRIENDS WITH A VARIETY OF LANGUAGE TASKS
VI. For questions 1-15, read the text below and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which should not be there. If a line is correct, put a tick by the number. If a line has a word which should not be there, write the word on the line. There are two examples at the beginning (0) and (00).

MEETING A FRIEND

0 Last year I had a most enjoyable experience when I met somebody I
      …✓…

00
had been writing to for over than seven years. When I was about twelve
      than …
1
years old one of the teachers at school asked if anyone had wanted to
     ……….

2
have an English pen-friend. I had recently begun learning English and
     ……….

3
as I was finding it being rather difficult I thought this might help me.
     ……….

4
A few weeks much later the teacher gave me the address of a boy who
     ……….

5
lived in Leeds. We began to write to each other straight away and

     ……….

6
usually exchanged the letters about twice a month. We often wrote that
     ……….

7
we would like to meet but, unfortunately, this was never possible.

     ……….

8
However, last year I was sent on a two-week course in London by my
     ……….

9
firm. There was a great deal of my work to do and I did not have much
     ……….

10
time free but on the second weekend my friend came to see me. I

     ……….

11
wondered about if we would really like each other when we met.

     ……….

12
Fortunately, there was absolutely nothing all to worry about; we had been
     ……….

13
writing for so long time that it was like meeting an old friend. We had
     ……….

14
a meal together and spent the whole of the day while talking about our
     ……….

15
shared interests. I hope we will be able to meet ourselves again soon. 
     ……….

(15 points)

VII. Read the text Family History and decide which answer A, B, C or D best fits each space. There is an example at the beginning (0). 

Example: 0
A   ever

B   once

C   only

D   never

Family History

In an age when technology is developing faster than (0) ………... before, many people are being (1) ………… to the idea of looking back into the past. One way they can do this is by investigating their own family history. They can try to (2) ………... out more about where their families came from and what they did. This is now a fast-growing hobby, especially in countries with a (3) ………... short history, like Australia and the United States.

It is (4) ………… thing to spend some time (5) ………… through a book on family history and to take the (6) …………. to investigate your own family’s past. It is (7) …………. another to carry out the research work successfully. It is easy to set about it in a disorganised way and (8) ………… yourself many problems which could have been (9) ………… with a little forward planning.

If your own family stories tell you that you are (10) ………… with a famous character, whether hero or criminal, do not let this idea take over your research. Just (11) ………… it as an interesting possibility. A simple system (12) ………… collecting and storing your information will be adequate to start with; a more complex one may only get in your (13) ………… . The most important thing, though, is to (14) …………. started. Who knows what you (15) ………… find?

	1
	A
	pushed
	B
	attracted
	C
	fetched
	D
	brought

	2
	A
	lay
	B
	make
	C
	put
	D
	find

	3
	A
	fairly
	B
	greatly
	C
	mostly
	D
	widely

	4
	A
	a
	B
	one
	C
	no
	D
	some

	5
	A
	seeing
	B
	moving
	C
	going
	D
	living

	6
	A
	idea
	B
	plan
	C
	purpose
	D
	decision

	7
	A
	quite
	B
	just
	C
	more
	D
	even

	8
	A
	produce
	B
	cause
	C
	build
	D
	create

	9
	A
	missed
	B
	lost
	C
	avoided
	D
	escaped

	10
	A
	connected
	B
	joined
	C
	attached
	D
	related

	11
	A
	treat
	B
	control
	C
	contact
	D
	direct

	12
	A
	with
	B
	by
	C
	for
	D
	through

	13
	A
	track
	B
	path
	C
	road
	D
	way

	14
	A
	get
	B
	appear
	C
	be
	D
	feel

	15
	A
	should
	B
	might
	C
	ought
	D
	must


(15 points)
VIII. You are going to read a text about conflicts between PARENTS AND CHILDREN. Some words are missing from the text. Use the words in brackets to fill each gap (1-10) in the text. Write your answers on the spaces provided. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Old-fashioned

Most young people accuse their parents of being old-fashioned when they come into conflict with them. That in itself is significant since the (0) ……intention…… (intend) is to use it as a weapon when it will hurt most. Very rarely, for instance, do teenagers bother calling their grandparents old-fashioned. They know they are. So this is an (1) …………………………….. (accuse) made to solicit favour for some (2) ………………………………. (permit) or possession that they wish to acquire. It is highly manipulative because you wish to refute the (3)…………………………….. (imply) without losing your sense of values.

If it was just to do with clothing, it would be a simple issue. It is quite true that you don’t always like their (4) …………………………….. (choose) of clothes, or their music. There is something to be said for their (5) …………………………….. (argue) that they don’t want you to like it; they just want you to accept their liking. All too often, parents criticise the young person and it is this which makes for the hurt and (6) ……………………………… (angry) and retaliation of insults.

There has to be a (7) ……………………………. (differ) between values and standards and fashions and tastes. If big issues are made about everything, it is very (8) ………………………… (likely) that the young person will listen to his or her parents on the (9) ………………………. (real) important matters that you are most concerned with.

Too much talking just invites young people to cut off and ignore you. If you then goad them into replying, they will be rude and angry. 

It is a time at which the adolescent has (10) …………………………….. (difficult) in moderating the voice and controlling the amount of feeling. If he/she chooses to do this by silence, it is unfair to force him/her into disagreement.

(10 points)

IX. The following passage is about KEEPING IN TOUCH BY LETTERS IN THE FAMILY. You will find a number of questions or unfinished statements about the passage, each with four suggested answers or ways of finishing. You must choose the one which you think fits best. Give one answer only to each question. Read the passage right through before choosing your answer.

At two o’clock one very hot August Sunday, Mrs Pendlebury sat down in the sitting-room, where it was always cool, to write to her son Frank, who lived in Australia. By four o’clock she had written, ‘Dear Frank, Thank you for your last letter, sorry I have been so long replying, only’- and that was all. Only what? Frank’s last letter, or rather his wife Veronica’s last letter, for she did all the writing except at Christmas, had arrived in March. How did she explain five months’ silence? She hadn’t been ill. She hadn’t been what you could call busy. Nothing had happened to write to Australia about, that was the trouble. It would be insulting and childish.


She’d been invited so many times to go and meet all Frank’s family. Every year for the last ten years since he started making money out of his farm, Frank had invited her to visit them in Australia, all expenses paid, for as long as she chose to stay. Always she had replied ‘We’ll see.’ But it never went further.

Sometimes Mrs Pendlebury wondered if the people in the coloured photographs they kept sending existed at all. Was that Frank, now quite a lot heavier than that confident-looking boy of nineteen who had gone out to Australia so long ago? And his wife, Veronica, who had long red hair and a permanent smile – who was she? Mrs Pendlebury had studied her photographs extremely closely and still she could get no idea. Her letters were warm and friendly enough but they were only words on paper. You couldn’t tell from letters. At least, Mrs Pendlebury hoped you couldn’t. Heaven forbid that anyone should judge her by her painful letters. Only her grandchildren’s little messages had any real value. Surprisingly, the girl Carol, who was fourteen, did not write well and never had much to say, but the boy Paul, who was ten, was a good writer. She enjoyed his little letters and it made her sad to think he would never know from her few words how pleased she was. What a waste! Three lovely grandchildren growing up not even knowing their grandmother. 

Frank already talked of Carol coming over on her own soon and it really worried her. What would she do with a strange girl? It was the baby she most wanted. Alexander, aged eighteen months, would be no problem.

1  Why was Mrs Pendlebury finding it difficult to write to her son, Frank?


A
She did not want to tell him about her troubles.


B
It was too hot to concentrate on writing.


C
She was hurt that he had not written recently.


D
There was nothing particular to write about.

2  Mrs Pendlebury had never been to Australia because


A
she had never been able to make up her mind to go.


B
she had thought Frank would not really welcome her.


C
she had been too busy with her own concerns.


D
she did not have enough money for the fare.

3  What did Mrs Pendlebury feel when she looked at photographs of Frank and his family?


A
She doubted if they were as happy as they seemed.


B
She felt that they were all strangers to her.


C
She wondered if the photographs were genuine.


D
She could no longer feel much interest in them.

4  What did Mrs Pendlebury feel about her own letters to Frank and his family?


A
They were not as interesting as her grandchildren’s to her.


B
They would have been better with some photographs.


C
They could not express what she really felt.


D
They sounded full of complaints.

5  Paul’s letters to Mrs Pendlebury


A
disappointed her because they were so short.


B
were not as interesting as his mother’s.


C
made her more dissatisfied with her own letter.


D
were just a waste of time.

6  What did Mrs Pendlebury feel about the possibility of Carol visiting her?


A
She was uncertain how to entertain her.


B
She was concerned about Carol travelling alone.


C
She was pleased that Carol wanted to come.


D
She wanted the whole family to come.

(12 points)

X. You are going to read a magazine article in which five people talk about their CHARACTERS. For questions 1-14, choose from the people (A-E). The people may be chosen more than once. When more than one answer is required, these may be given in any order. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Which person or people state(s) the following?

I used to avoid giving my opinions at work.





0
E

Taking time off for your professional development
can make you feel more self-assured.



(1) ………….
I never thought I’d be a confident person.




(2) ………….
I’m not influenced by people’s opinions of me.



(3) ……….....
Everyone gets nervous at times.




(4) ……… (5) ………..
Initially, I misunderstood what confidence was.



(6) …………..
I find making notes very supportive in my work.



(7) …………..
A certain event changed the course of my life.


(8) ……… (9) ………..
I’ve worked on having a confident appearance.



(10) …………
I am realistic about my abilities.




(11) ……... (12) ……….
My behaviour helps others relax too.





(13) …………
Getting things wrong can have a positive result.



(14) …………











(14 points)

Confident people

What’s their secret?

Confident people may look as though they were born that way, but most will tell you that it’s a skill they’ve learned because they had to. Nina Hathway asks five people how they did it.

A
Jenny

When I left school I was very shy and I always thought I’d stay that way. I was about twenty-five when I was asked to help out at my daughter’s school. I was sure I wouldn’t cope, but I surprised myself by doing well and someone there suggested that I should do a university course.

There was a huge knot in my stomach the day I turned up for my first lecture. But my confidence gradually grew – I became more outgoing. Looking back, working at the school was the turning point in my life that has helped everything else fall into place.

B
Michaela

It all started four years ago when my father became ill and I had to take over the family business. I was so scared, I went over the top and became a bit too aggressive and impatient. I thought that was what confident people were like, but gradually I learned otherwise. To be confident you’ve got to believe in yourself. If things get too demanding for me at work, I don’t let myself feel guilty if I save a number of tasks until the next day. When I’m confronted with something difficult, I tell myself that I’ve got nothing to lose. It’s fear that makes you lack confidence, so I’m always having quiet chats with myself to put aside those fears!

C
Carol

People think I’m very confident but, in fact, the calmer I look, the more terrified I really am. I’ve had to develop the ability to look confident because it’s the most vital thing in TV. Interviewing people has helped me realise that most – if not all – of us get tense in important situations, and we feel calmer when we speak to someone who’s genuinely friendly. The best ever piece of advice came from my mother when I was agonising as a teenager about wearing the right clothes. She simply cried. ’Who’s looking at you? Everybody’s too busy worrying about how they look.’ I’ve found that’s well worth remembering.

I also think you gain confidence by tackling things that scare you. When I took my driving test I was so nervous, but I passed. After that I felt sure that I’d never feel so frightened again, and I never have.

D
Barbara

My confidence comes naturally from really enjoying the work I do, but it’s something that I’ve built up over the years. If you just get on with it and learn from any mistakes you make, you’re more confident the next time round. I work hard and I’m popular in the restaurant, but it’s probable that one out of ten people doesn’t like me. I don’t let that affect me. You’ve got to like yourself for what you are, not try to be what others expect. 

My company runs a lot of training courses, and going on those has built up my self-esteem. The company also encourages employees to set manageable targets. It helps no end if you can see you’re achieving something tangible, rather than reaching for the stars all at once, and ending up with nothing but air!

E
Elaine

After I left college I worked for years as a secretary and would sit in meetings, not always agreeing with what was being said, but too scared to speak up. Eventually, I summoned up the confidence to start making my point. Even so, when I first worked in politics, I’d never spoken in public before and always used to shake like a leaf. I would say to myself, ‘Don’t be so silly. People do this every day of their lives, so there’s no reason why you can’t.’ I also found it helpful to jot a few things down to refer to – rather like having a comfort blanket!


I don’t think there is anyone who isn’t a little shaky when it comes to talking publicly. The real secret of confidence lies in telling yourself over and over again, ‘Nothing is impossible.’

PART THREE: WRITING

XI: Write 10-15 sentences about the topic ‘It’s funny how the world and our relationships have changed’.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(30 points)
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