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IN 2011 THE ENGLISH TEACHING RESOURCE CENTRE HAS CHOSEN FOR ITS AUTUMN COMPETITION THE TOPIC: PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS.
PART ONE IS ABOUT THE VOCABULARY YOU NEED TO TALK ABOUT PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS AND IT INCLUDES NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES, IDIOMS AMD COLLOCATIONS. 

PART TWO OFFERS YOU SOME PASSAGES TO READ WITH A VARIETY OF TASKS. 
PART THREE IS A WRITING TASK IN CONNECTION WITH THE TOPIC. 
THE RESOURCE CENTRE HOPES THAT YOU WILL ENJOY BOTH THE TOPIC AND THE LANGUAGE TASKS TO BE SOLVED. 
PART ONE: VOCABULARY TO TALK ABOUT PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS
I. PEOPLE. Match twelve of the following colloquial names for certain kinds of people with the correct description below. There are two expressions that you need not use. Write the answers after each sentence. 

a battle-axe,  a busybody,  a clock-watcher,  a crank,  a dare-devil,  a day-dreamer,
 a lone wolf,  a name- dropper,  a pain in the neck,  a rolling stone,  a slob, 

 a slow coach,  a tomboy,  a wind-bag
1. He’s always got his head in the clouds, always fantasizing. ……………………………
2. She’s very inquisitive about my private life. …………………………………………...
3. He loves taking dangerous risks. ……………………………………………………….
4. He can’t settle down, he goes from job to job and place to place. ……………………...
5. She’s very aggressive and bossy. She likes to dominate. ………………………………
6. He’s always slow and behind the others in his work or studies. ………………………..
7. He’s a real nuisance. I can’t stand him. ………………………………………………...
8. She’s a girl who likes to play rough, boys’ games. ……………………………………..
9. She talks on and on about her opinions and ideas. …………………………………….
10. He dresses and behaves in a very careless, often disgusting way. ……………………...
11. She likes to mention all the famous and important people she has met. ………………..
12. He likes to do things on his own. ……………………………………………………….
(12 points)

II. FRIENDS The following is a list of different kinds of friends (and a few associates and enemies). Put each one in the most suitable space in the sentences below. 
	acquaintance

associate

bosom-pal

companion

compatriot

confidant

fair-weather friend

foe

mate

old flame

partner

rival


1. She comes from the same country as me. She is a/an ……………………………….  . 
2. He and I own this business together. He is my ………………………………….  .
3. I’ve known George for ages. We’re really good old friends who spend a lot of time together. He’s my ……………………………..  . 
4. Henry Somers wants the manager’s job and so do I. He’s my ……………………….  .
5. Wanted: sensible, well-mannered girl to act as old lady’s …………………………….  .
6. She used to be John’s girl-friend. She is a/an ……………………………..  .
7. In the darkness the soldier couldn’t see whether the approaching figure was friend or …………………….  . 
8. He seems a good friend when things are going well, but when I’m in trouble he’s nowhere to be seen. I’m afraid he’s a/an …………………………………….   . 
9. He’s the person to whom I tell my most personal thoughts, problems and fears. He is my …………………………  .
10. If you can’t afford to live on your own, you’ll have to find a flat-………………………  .
11. I don’t really know him very well. He’s just a/an ………………………………  .

12. I just meet him occasionally when his firm and my firm work together. He’s just a business ……………………………….  . 
(12 points)
III. CHARACTER AND PERSONALITY.  Read through the statements below, then decide the character or personality of the people who said them. Write the number of the statement next to the adjectives in the box. There are two adjectives that you do not need to use.
	blunt

            callous

cynical

competitive

determined

indecisive

fussy

             possessive
superstitious 

thrifty

            understanding
 weak-willed



1. ‘I don’t really like my wife going out on her own or with her friends. I prefer her to spend all her time with me.’
2. ‘Of course you can have the afternoon off to visit your wife in hospital. And take tomorrow off too, if you need to. Don’t worry, we’ll manage.’
3. ‘No, I don’t like your dress, actually. It makes you look fat.’
4. ‘Shall I buy the blue curtains or the red ones? The blue ones are nice but the red ones will go better with the wallpaper. On the other hand, David prefers blue. Oh, I don’t know what to get.’ 
5. ‘No, I’d better not have a chocolate biscuit, thanks, I’m on a diet. But they look nice, don’t they? Oh, all right then, just one.’ 
6. ‘I never walk under ladders. It’s bad luck!’
7. ‘I’m always very careful with money. I never buy anything I don’t need, for example.’
8. ‘Don’t forget to cut the fat off the bacon before you fry it and remember to use margarine not butter. And also make sure that the eggs are soft this time – you know hard-boiled eggs don’t agree with me.’ 
9. ‘He’s only doing it for the publicity. I don’t believe for one minute he’s really interested in helping mentally handicapped people.’
10. ‘I’m going to get a book published one day. I’m just not going to give up until I do.’
(10 points)
IV. PASSIONS: REACTIONS AND EMOTIONS. Match the beginnings of the sentences with their endings. Write the appropriate ending in the spaces provided.
1. Jim looks miserable but Rosa looks full of the joys ………………………………..….. 
2. Ever since we moved to the country I’ve felt on top ………………………………..…. 

3. I’ve lived abroad for years now but I still hanker ……………………………...………. 
4. I stick to my diet but I still have occasional cravings …………………………….……. 
5. Biddy did her best to defuse ………………………………………………….………… 
6. They have appointed an officer to conciliate …………………………………………... 
7. I feel great pity …………………………………………………………………………. 
8. Josh’s parents were blissfully ignorant ………………………………………………… 
9. Alicia has implacable …………………………………………………………………... 
10. Since I got the job, I feel as if I’ve been walking ……………………………………… 
	….. hatred for injustice.
	….. after my mum’s cooking.

	….. the tense situation.
	...... on air.

	….. for sick children.
	..… of spring.

	..… of his poor marks.
	….. of the world.

	..… for chocolate.
	.…. between the two sides. 


(10 points)
V. Now use the appropriate adjectives from the list to make COLLOCATIONS (words that go together) describing relations and relationships and complete the sentences.
	      bad 
  casual

close

complete
        cordial

      firm          friendly
           moral 
              social 
         stable


1. I don’ know her well – we’re just …………………………….. acquaintances.
2. We have been on ………………………. terms ever since Jack refused to return the money I lent him. 
3. For many people the Internet plays an important role in developing …………….. networks.
4. Jack Whitley was a ……………………….. confidant of the Prime Minister in the 1980s. 
5. Their relationship hasn’t been very …………………….. . They’ve broken up and got back together again several times. 
6. She told her entire life story to a ……………………. stranger on the train.
7. Bethan and I have been ……………………… friends for many years.
8. Thanks for all the ……………………….. support you gave me when I needed it.
9. Despite their political differences the two leaders have always enjoyed .……………… relations. 
10. Leslie and I have remained on ……………………. terms despite our professional disagreements. 
(10 points)
VI. IDIOMS  that comment on people. In each of the following sentences one word is wrong. Correct the mistakes: cross out the wrong word and give the right one in the space provided after each sentence.
1. I’m getting a bit fed up with the way Myra raves on and on for her new job.  ……………..
2. Charles is certainly bright but he upsets others by being such a sharp aleck.  ……………….
3. The way Roger talks down to other people really goes on my nerves.  ...…………………..
4. Your really need to use your brown matter to solve cryptic crosswords.  ...………………..
5. Sue and Larry are the perfect couple; they’re done for each other.  ………………………..
6.  Mark’s been in the business for years and he certainly knows what’s that.  ………………
7. I’m sorry I told Emma your plans. I didn’t mean to let the cat out of the house.  ...………..
8. If you come and see me after the meeting, I’ll make you in the picture.  …………………..

9. Tina’s very bright – you’ll never be able to pull the hat over her eyes.  …...……………….

10. Your dad wasn’t born today – he’ll guess what you’re up to.  …...………………………...

(20 points)
PART TWO: THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES ARE ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS IN THE FAMILY AND AMONG FRIENDS WITH A VARIETY OF LANGUAGE TASKS
VII. Read the newspaper article below. Use the words in the box on the right next to the lines to form one word that fits in the same numbered space in the text.   
	The Ritual of Giving
The giving of gifts has been practised in every  ................................ (1) ever studied. It is a  ........................ (2) human ritual that has a place in every culture and religion. Gifts are given to mark occasions throughout life, such as  ....................... (3), marriage and   ............................. (4). Sociologists view gifts as a marker of the social relationship between giver and recipient. When friends swap gifts, for example, there is an unwritten  ................................. (5) that the gifts will be of roughly the same value, showing that the friends have   .................................... (6) of status. In hierarchical relationships it is a different story. If an employee and boss were exchanging presents, the boss would be expected to give a larger present. In return for this   ................................. (7), the employee would be expected to both work hard and be  .................................... (8). 
	(1) CIVIL
(2) BASE
(3) BORN 

(4) RETIRE
(5) EXPECT
(6) EQUAL

(7) GENEROUS

(8) RESPECT


(8 points)
VIII. Read the text below about TWO BROTHERS and then decide which word best fits each space. 
SIBLING MEMORIES

My brother and I used to fight a great deal as children. We did a  ……………………. (1) of things together, not always in complete  …………………… (2). In  …………………….. (3), he actually …………………………….. (4) my arm on one occasion. It meant that I missed the school exams for that year, so I suppose that really he did me a  ……………………. (5). Tony was a year older than me, so he was always first at doing things that I wanted to do – to  ……………………… (6) in public, for example, at school. I was full of  ……………….. (7) when, at fourteen, he got to play solo in a school concert at the City Hall. I had to  …………………. (8) fifteen years before I could do the same as a professional musician. He definitely blazed a  ……………………….. (9) for me. It was obvious that Tony was always going to be successful in his choice of career. When he had just left school and had  …………………….. (10) a job as a designer Glasgow, he was soon in demand from other companies wanting to  ………………………. (11) him part of their team. For him music was just something that you  ……………………… (12) at school. And his  …………………. (13) were always in the visual arts – that was his main area of interest and obviously the  ………………………… (14) thing for him. When our mother was running an Art Gallery for a  …………………….. (15) Tony, still in his teens, used to organise all the publicity for her – he was incredibly  …………………………. (16).
	1
	A
	lot
	B
	deal
	C
	collection
	D
	quantity

	2
	A
	concert
	B
	unison
	C
	harmony
	D
	unity

	3
	A
	essence
	B
	fact
	C
	general
	D
	reality

	4
	A
	ripped
	B
	smashed
	C
	snapped
	D
	broke

	5
	A
	courtesy
	B
	privilege
	C
	favour
	D
	benefit

	6
	A
	perform
	B
	present
	C
	produce
	D
	practice

	7
	A
	anxiety
	B
	envy
	C
	guilt
	D
	contempt

	8
	A
	postpone
	B
	delay
	C
	suspend
	D
	wait

	9
	A
	path
	B
	road
	C
	trail
	D
	way

	10
	A
	taken
	B
	changed
	C
	resigned
	D
	abandoned

	11
	A
	have
	B
	keep
	C
	make
	D
	get

	12
	A
	did
	B
	made
	C
	played
	D
	carried

	13
	A
	feelings
	B
	insights
	C
	senses
	D
	instincts

	14
	A
	precise
	B
	right
	C
	straight
	D
	proper

	15
	A
	turn
	B
	time
	C
	tour
	D
	stage

	16
	A
	practical
	B
	workable
	C
	realistic
	D
	useful


(16 points)
IX. Complete the following case study of A TEENAGE GIRL. The text is part of a newspaper article which reports on the results of a survey. Some words are missing from the text. Write each missing word in the gap. Use only one word for each gap.

I enjoy helping people
Senab Adekunie is 17. For the whole of her teenage years she has successfully shared a bedroom with her big sister in Islington, London.

She says: “We have identical taste  ………………………. (1) music – maybe because we’ve shared a room for so long, I don’t know. Our tastes are so similar the only thing we ever argue  ………………………. (2) is when I want to play it louder. But even then we sort  ………………………. (3) out.”
She is surprised to find she conforms so closely to the survey’s stereotype of  ………………… (4) room-sharer. She said: “When I’m in a group of friends, I’m more motherly than the  ………..………… (5) in the group. I only had one friend who shared a room, but she’s moved out into  ……………………… (6) own room so I guess I’m the only one now.”

“I’ve never had a fight at school,” she insists. “I can’t avoid trying to  ……………………… (7) anybody. If I see them struggling in the street with their shopping, I offer  ……………………… (8) a hand. I offer my seat on buses, trains, everywhere. When the room gets messy, I don’t  ………………… (9) clearing it up. I know it sounds soppy, but she does  ………………… (10) same sometimes. We’re very close.”

She doesn’t really regard the bedroom as her personal space. “Apart from sleeping I only go in there  …………………… (11) do my hair or use my sister’s computer,” she says. 

Senab recommends having a big sister in the bedroom to every teenage girl: “When I was an adolescent,  ……………………… (12) were things I wouldn’t want to approach my Mum with. But I  ……………….. (13) say everything to my sister.

“We do have arguments, about stupid things, little things. But my mum has worked out that you can just leave us, and half an hour later we’ll have made it up and be best friends again.”
 (13 points)
X. RELATIONSHIPS: PROBLEMS Read Hilda’s private diary, then answer the questions. 

WED 23

My relationship with Harry has been rather bumpy lately. Perhaps we should split up.

THU 24
I hate being on bad terms with a colleague, but Gemma has been impossible lately. A bit of discord is normal now and again in offices, but things seem to have really turned sour.

FRI 25
So many ups and downs this week. Harry, Gemma and now Jane and Sarah don’t see eye to eye.

SAT 26
Bit of a rift developing between Auntie Edna and cousin Bob. This could become a real family feud. Edna’s side seem to hate Bob’s guts and don’t like his wife either.

1. Are Bob and Edna becoming closer to each other? Give a reason.  ….………………. ……………………………………………………………………………………………..

2. Name one person Hilda works with.  …………………………………………………..

3. On what day did Hilda consider ending a relationship?  ……………………………….

4. Which is correct? Jane and Sarah     a) have stopped seeing each other

                                                               b) do not agree.

5. Which people are running the risk of a long-term quarrel with their relations? ………..

    ……………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Hilda thinks physical fights are normal among colleagues. True or false? ……………...

7. Which two people does Hilda have a difficult relationship with?  ………………………

     ……………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Edna’s family dislike Bob, but only slightly. True or false? …………………………….

9. When things ‘turn sour’, it means    a) there are problems, but only for a few minutes

                                                              b) people get very angry



                                            c) relations which were good become bad.

10. ‘Ups and downs’ means a mix of good moments and bad moments. True or false? 

       …………………………………
(10 points)

XI. Read the following newspaper article in which a man talks about a childhood FRIENDSHIP. For questions 1-6 choose which of the paragraphs A-G fit into the numbered gaps. There is one extra paragraph that does not fit any of the gaps.

BEST OF TIMES, WORST OF TIMES
I thought the world was caving in, for the first time ever I lost somebody I loved; he didn’t die, he just went away, but I still measure all pain by the hurt René caused me. It was a very nice childhood, an adolescence most people would wish to have, we lived in a tiny village and were a close family.
(1)……………………….

The adventures that children go through are the making of a friendship, building a tree house and spending a night in the forest – and losing our way back home, these things create a fantastic fabric to the friendship. There was the loving element, too, he was very caring. René was a tall bloke and very strong, and he would be my defender: If anyone ever teased me, he would be there. 

(2)……………………….

And then at the age of 14, his family moved to the south of France, and we were in the east of France, which is 750 kilometres away ……… the south of France sounded the end of the world. 
(3)……………………….

I went quiet for the news to sink in; at first it was sheer disbelief, numbness. I couldn’t sleep, and then in the night I understood the impact of the news, I understood that my life would be totally separate from his, and I had to be by myself, alone.
(4)……………………….

I had other friends, but never did I achieve that kind of closeness. My world completely collapsed, and nothing was the same, people, the classroom, nature, the country, butterflies.
(5)……………………….

He accepted that life would separate us, he didn’t see it as something final, it was my dramatic side to see only the negative side, self-pity in a way. He is now living a happy life in Provence with a beautiful wife and two lovely daughters, and he is coming here next year, so it is going to be quite wonderful. It is the first time he has ever come to England, he’s a good Frenchman, and he doesn’t speak a word of English.
(6)……………………….
It is a good, solid relationship that has been established over so many years, and has overcome all the barriers which life and time can create. I don’t think it really could have lasted the way it was.  
A 
It was the finest friendship anyone could have, a brilliant pure friendship in which you would give your life for your friend. And life seemed marvellous, it seemed full of sunshine, full of incredible, beautiful things to discover and I looked forward so much to growing up with René. 
B
There is not a single bitter note, there are no power games, there is nothing secret, there is nothing which detracts from the purity of it. 

C
Maybe because he was more mature he understood a bit better that this was part of life, that life brings people together and separates them, and distance is not necessarily the end. 
D
Well our parents realised it would be very traumatic, and they did not know how to break the news, so they just announced it the day before. It was a beautiful summer’s day, around five o’clock in the evening and both parents came and said: “We are moving away, and obviously René will have to come with us.”
E
Our neighbours had a son, and my wonderful childhood was shared with René; basically we grew up together, we spent every day together, went to school together, we did all the things that children can do. It was a childhood spent in the woods, discovering the beautiful seasons, there was an abundance of produce that grew in the wild, and we went mushrooming and frog hunting, and we searched for toadstools under a full moon in winter, which we would sell because my parents didn’t have much money.
F
Hopefully, we will se each other more, but it is not essential. We now have a beautifully matured, adult friendship where it is easy to talk about anything because we feel totally at ease.
G
And at that time my world stopped, it was the most incredible pain I have ever experienced, I couldn’t see life without my friend, my whole system, my life was based on René, our friendship was my life. And although he was only going away, he did not die, it was the worst loss I have ever had in my life, still, now, and 30 years later I have not received another shock of that nature.
(12 points)
XII. Read the following newspaper article in which five fathers talk about PARENTHOOD.  For questions 1-17, choose from the sections A-E. Some of the sections may be chosen more than once. When more than one answer is required, these may be given in any order. Write the letter of your answer in the space provided. 
Which father or fathers  
tries to avoid physical punishment? 





(1) ............. 

initially resented the restrictions of fatherhood?



(2) ................
made a conscious decision to have a child?




(3) .............

arranged his accommodation to be near his children?


(4) ...............

is involved in the children’s daily routine?




(5) ...............

altered his professional duties to take account of his children?

(6) ...............

share interests with his children?




(7) ............... (8) ...............
appreciated his children more as they grew older?



(9) .............

treated his children as if they were grown up?



(10) ................

doesn’t force his children to maintain contact with him?


(11) ..............

was not as strict as his children would have wished?


(12) ..............

found his children’s interests helped him with his job?


(13) ..............
had their children close together?




(14) ............ (15) ...............
would have liked to attend more school events?



(16) ...............
did not want to repeat his parents’ mistakes?



(17) ...............

FROM HERE TO PATERNITY
A  The theatre director

Because of my bizarre personal life, which I cannot be proud of, I have been blessed with 35 years of small children and I can honestly say I have loved every minute. I had the pleasure of feeding the baby this morning and that for me is what being a father is all about. 

I’m terribly lucky with my children. We all love the same things: opera, theatre, books, music. It creates a great bond, especially now that they are mostly grown up and I have become a friend rather than a father.


I don’t believe in physical violence. I have been guilty of slapping my children in anger, but I don’t condone it. I’m sure I have not been a deeply attentive father but I have always tried to be available. I’m here if they need me, always on the basis that they ring me. As soon as you start chasing them to ask why they haven’t been in touch, you impose this terrible burden of guilt. My parents did it to me and I would never do it to my children.
B  The advertising executive

I was young when they were born, only around 25, and I admit I found the responsibilities and limitations quite irksome. It aged me quickly, but at the same time it kept me young, which is something I have always valued.

As they became teenagers, they introduced me to things I could have drifted away from: music, youth culture, clothes. In a funny way it has been invaluable as far as running the agency has been concerned. I have never felt out of touch.

Because I was struggling to establish the business when they were young there were things I missed: first concerts, sports days. I’m sad about that, but there are compensations now, like being able to take them on holidays to the south of France.

They get on well with a lot of our friends and they come to parties with us and advertising awards ceremonies without feeling intimidated. I think it has been an advantage that I do something they see as glamorous and interesting.
C  The politician
My first child was born just as I was about to be elected onto the Greater London Council, and the others followed in quite quick succession. My wife and I vowed that we would carve out time for them but since I have become more and more politically active, time has become a real problem.

I make it a condition that I will only accept week-end meetings and public appearances where there are facilities for one or more of the kids to come with me. If I did not they would just get squeezed out. This way they have a sense of what I do when I am not with them and there is no feeling of Daddy disappearing.

I’ve noticed more and more MPs bringing their kids to the House. Maybe we are all becoming more conscious of the need to involve our children in our lives.
D  The writer
My first marriage broke up when Kate and Bonnie were quite young, so I was forced to examine the whole idea of fatherhood more closely than I might otherwise have done. I made enormous efforts to stay in touch with the children. My ex-wife and I even experimented with living next door to each other for a while, so they could come and go as they wished, but I think Kate and Bonnie would say now that they found that quite confusing.

Kate has said in interviews that I was always there for her, but I am not sure I was a very good father. It is true I was around a lot, but, like a lot of Seventies parents, I think I treated the kids as adults too soon. Kate was complaining only the other day that we were too liberal. I think I could have introduced more systems, more order. Instead I took this very loose approach. I regret that now.

I still worry about my elder daughters as much as I do about my youngest. In that way your kids never leave you.
E  The TV presenter
I was ready for kids. I’d hit 30, met my wife, we had a lovely house, so we thought, ‘Why carry on going to the shops every Saturday spending our money on new sofas, when we could have a kid instead?’

Having my daughter Betty has forced me to come to terms with who I am and what I am. You feel you are doing something very special when you conceive a child and you are. But you are also becoming just one more parent in a great long line of parents. It’s a great leveller.

I do resent it occasionally but if ever there is a moment of irritation, it is dispelled by just one look at her. A baby’s smile is the greatest self-preservation mechanism in the world. It can melt a grown man.
(17 points)
PART THREE: WRITING

XIII. The sentences below are the beginnings of paragraphs on the book covers of (imaginary) ROMANTIC NOVELS. Choose one of them and complete the paragraph in 10 sentences of your own. Please use a separate sheet.



(30 points)
ETERNALLY YOURS

Susanna was taken completely by surprise when she accidentally opened a letter to her husband that began ‘Darling’ and ended ‘Eternally yours’  …………….. 
HEART TO HEART
Roger’s illness meant either an early death or an early transplant. Given the choice, he didn’t hesitate, but he had never met a heart surgeon quite like April Davies before  ………………

PASADENA PASSION

Her heart was racing as she drove the Chevrolet into the motel parking lot. ………………….
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